SEMINAR #21 – LEARNING

CONTENT:  (for presenter)
I.) Discuss the physiological basis for learning.


A.) Centers of the brain in charge of memory


B.) What is “long term” & “short term” memory?



1.) Retaining and forgetting information

II.) Intelligence 


A.) What does intelligence mean?


B.) How is intelligence measured?



1.) What does an IQ score mean?

III.) Cognitive & Learning Styles 


A.) Cognitive Styles

1.) Field Dependence & Field Independence

2.) Impulsive & Reflective Cognitive Styles


B.) Learning Style Preferences

C.) Right Brain vs. Left Brain?

DISCUSSION TOPICS:
1.) Personal experiences or beliefs – characteristics of a “good” or “bad” teacher – what was your most worthwhile and least worthwhile learning experience AND why? – favorite classes and why??? – school environment and procedures; a joke or necessary?

2.) Learning Styles – research the various Learning Styles and present several to the class

3.) Learning Disabilities – do research on various learning disabilities such as: epilepsy, cerebal palsy, hearing and visual impairments, communication disorders, emotional behaviors (ex. Hyperactivity and attention deficit disorder) 

4.) Multiple Intelligence – Howard Gardner’s work – what are his seven different intelligences?

5.) Concepts in Schooling –  

a.) Mainstreaming- Public Laws 94-142, 99-457, 101-476  

b.) Inclusion

c.) Home school

d.) Multiculturalism


e.) Use of computers – good or bad?


f.) Positive reinforcement or negative?


6.) Becoming “Strategic Learners” – issues in the following:


a.) rote memorization


b.) mnemonics – ex. peg type, chain, keyword method
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